Paul Bertin has been playing saxophone for most of his life. Originally from Besançon, France, he received a Certificat de Fin d'Études Musicales after 12 years of classical studies at the conservatoire national de région, but his true love was soon to become improvised music. Greatly influenced by encounters with masters Malik Mezzadri and Julien Lourau, he soon ventured into jazz, electronic and experimental music and developed a great curiosity for new sounds. He settled in 2010 in San Francisco, where he joined Inspector Gadje and grew a passion for Balkan music, which has been his main study since. Paul has been a part of numerous projects in the Bay Area and beyond including Turkish ensemble MWE, Mexican singer-songwriter Diana Gameros, Cradle Duende, and Balkan fusion band Hot Blood Orkestar, with whom he recorded an album in 2012.

Danny Cao is a trumpeter, singer, composer, arranger, and producer was born, raised and is living in San Francisco, CA. His current projects include Inspector Gadje, DU UY Quintet, LoCura, Manicato, and Vinyl. He has worked with Bayonics, Kapakahi, J.C. Hopkins, Mars Villa, Big Bones and many San Francisco Bay Area groups.  In addition to performing with Inspector Gadje, Danny Cao has been performing with the instrumental groove band Vinyl for the past 15 years in many notable local and national venues, he is also a trumpeter, composer and arranger for the up and coming San Francisco Latin/Salsa/Reggae group Manicato. Prior to picking up the trumpet at the age of 20, Danny had extensive experience as a singer in a variety of idioms and has recently begun singing and composing vocal tunes in a variety of styles.

Andrew Cohen is an active teacher and freelancer, gigging several times a month in the Bay Area and througout California.  Andrew holds a Bachelor of Music Education from the Hartt School of Music in Connecticut as well as has held music education credentials in California and Connecticut. He has performed with bands for sold out shows at the Regency Ballroom, the Fox Theatre, the Independent, Symbiosis Festival, and Outside Lands Music Festival, as well as having toured the western US and Mexico. Along with being one of the Gadje, he is a member if the Gommorran Social Aid and Pleasure Club. He also owns the Mark Music Studio in San Francisco where he teaches piano lessons as well as provides a space to other teachers looking to improve their private studio.

Jeff Giaquinto  studied composition and improvisation at Bard College with Richard Teitelbaum, Joan Tower, and Darren Hagen. After relocating to San Francisco in 1998, he took a break from music, becoming a Left-Wing Wacko.  He later found a way to merge these two passions by joining the Brass Liberation Orchestra in 2003, becoming one of the founding members of the project that would later become Inspector Gadje. He also writes and plays bass for J-Pop-inspired art rock band Kaizoku.

Noah Levitt learned to play trumpet growing up in the Detroit area. He played in the University of Michigan Hockey Band from 1997-2000, after which he took an extended hiatus from the instrument. In 2009 he picked it up again to learn Balkan brass from Greg Jenkins at the Zambaleta World Music school in San Francisco. Noah now plays with Fanfare Zambaleta, which grew out of the Jenkins’ class, and with Inspector Gadje.

Greg Michalec splits his bari-sax time between bumping out Balkan rhythms with Inspector Gadje and raising rabble in the streets with the Brass Liberation Orchestra. If he’s not playing the sax, he’s likely riding his bike somewhere (until he figures out how to both at the same time!)

Morgan Nilsen earned a Bachelors of Music in clarinet performance and the Diploma in Ethnomusicology from the Eastman School of Music. Nilsen studied under the direction of the New York Metropolitan Opera Orchestra’s former principal clarinetist Jon Manasse, as well as taking several lessons with internationally acclaimed klezmer clarinetist David Krakauer.  After serving as music director of a touring klezmer band for one and a half years, Nilsen moved to San Francisco to delve into Arabic music with the Aswat Arabic Music Ensemble. She later helped start Zambaleta World Music School as the Music Programs Coordinator.  In 2012, Nilsen booked international artists at music festivals around the United States as Stone Soup Presents.  Nilsen currently teaches clarinet at the San Francisco School; pioneers electric bike-music touring with Cradle Duende (Klezmenco-Hop) and Rock the Bike; and under the stage name 'Lady Mn' performs with DJ Izzy*Wise and Tunisia's MC Rai.

Mike Perlmutter has studied and performed on saxophone for much of his life, and in the last several years began doubling on clarinet. Originally from the greater Boston area, Mike has called the San Francisco Bay Area home for more than ten years. During that time he’s devoted much energy to klezmer and Balkan folk musics and has played with both experimental and Eastern European folk-based groups such as Inspector Gadje, Zoyres Eastern European Wild Ferment, and Saul Goodman’s Klezmer Band.  He’s active organizing music, serving on the board of KlezCalifornia, and on advisory boards to the Jewish Music Festival and the Subterranean Arthouse.  Outside of music he works as a conservation ecologist, protecting and restoring natural plant and wildlife habitats in the San Francisco Bay Area.  

Jonathan (JonJon) Selin first came to the Bay Area to study tabla at the Ali Akbar School for Northern Indian Music. It was soon after that he realized it was the right place to pursue a career in music. In 2001 he moved to West Oakland and began studying at The Jazz School, apprenticing with jazz drumming great: Pete Magadini, and immersing himself in the Bay Area jazz scene. In the three years he spent dedicated to study, the music community around him quickly grew with diversity. He joined the Extra Action Marching Band, work-shopped with Mel Martin, studied doumbek with Tobias Roberson, joined an avant-garde collective, and fell in love with Balkan music. By 2004 he was performing with five very different projects and it was off to the races. In twelve years he has performed in every major music venue in the Bay Area and has cleaned the floor of almost every dive bar. Sporting a roster of twenty-two different projects with musicians of all walks, he has toured the country six times and Europe three times. He is currently performing regularly with Tiger Honey Pot and Inspector Gadje, and irregularly with many projects across the Bay.

Sean Tergis grew up surrounded by the rich world music community of Northern California, and fell in love with Middle Eastern hand percussion at a young age. Studying with Tobias Roberson, Faisal Zedan, and Mark Bell, he learned to incorporate technique, soul, and creativity into Middle Eastern rhythm styles. Sean spent 2006 in Istanbul studying and performing Turkish music. When he returned to San Francisco, he studied and played Balkan music with Rumen Shopov. The drums he plays varies from doumbek, davul, kahon, riqq and frame drum. Influenced by all of these styles, and bringing his own unique feel into the mix, he performs regularly with Stellamara, MWE, and Inspector Gadje.

Ofir Uziel  has been practicing music since 2001. Also as a member of the Brass Liberation Orchestra, Ofir was trained to play music for political purposes, supporting the heart, the legs, the fists, and the minds of people united against social and economic injustices. Ofir’s present is dedicated in finding expression of the spiritual of the human narrative by dance and sounds of the East and West.
