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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
       
WILL MAGID'S WORLD WIDE DANCE PARTY!!
@ Cafe Du Nord on Saturday, July 21, 2012
Balkan Extravaganza!
INSPECTOR GADJE (Balkan Brass Band) 
Featuring Legendary Balkan Musician: RUMEN “Sali” Shopov

The US has the biggest Romani (commonly but often pejoratively known as “Gypsy”) population outside of Eastern Europe, and the SF Bay Area has one of the richest Romani communities.  Will Magid's World Wide Dance Party! (WMWWDP!) is highlighting Bay Area Romani culture with the “Balkan Extravaganza” starring the Balkan brass band Inspector Gadje alongside the legendary Rumen “Sali” Shopov on July 21st at Café du Nord.

The first WMWWDP! was a fabulous success and a magical sold out show.  For the second WMWWDP! Will is bringing together a sampling of the talented global musical community he is a part of.

Rumen Sali Shopov hails from Gotse Delchev, Bulgaria. An astonishing master of the tambura (long necked mandolin), bouzouki, and an accomplished drummer and vocalist, Rumen was the concertmaster of the Nevrokopski Folk Ensemble, Bulgaria’s first national folk ensemble, for more than 20 years. He began drumming as a little boy, on instruments made from cans, for community processions. Rumen is truly an icon in the Romani community.

With up to 15 musicians (12 horns and 3 percussionists), San Francisco-based Inspector Gadje brings a big sound to the beautiful and bumpin’ brass band music of the Balkans of south-eastern Europe.  Hearing Inspector Gadje incite joy and dance from the very first downbeat.   The driving, tight groove of low brass + drums alongside the soaring melodies from trumpets, saxophones, and clarinet. Inspector Gadje was trained by Rumen Sali Shopov. This will be a very rare opportunity to see a Master and new Balkan pioneers working together.

In 2009, after years of working together, Voice of Roma secured grant funding from the Haas Foundation to teach traditional Romani music through an intensive six months of study with master Bulgarian-Romani musician Rumen “Sali” Shopov and Peter Jaques ( Brass Menažeri, Beats Anitique). Subsequently, those studying elected to continue their study and performance through a new band solely dedicated to Balkan music. Additional musicians were recruited to form the now known and loved Inspector Gadje.
Through study and performance of Romani music, Inspector Gadje pays homage to Romani culture and community, all the while acknowledging their own position as cultural outsiders and allies." The name “Inspector Gadje” is not only a playful reference to the popular 1980’s cartoon show “Inspector Gadget,” but also to the bands’ non-Romani identity as “gadje.” For more information about Romani issues and efforts to break “Gypsy” (the often-pejorative term for Roma) stereotypes, visit: www.VoiceofRoma.com. 

The event visionary Will Magid is an ethnomusicologist from UCLA, trumpeter, and a music producer. His critically acclaimed debut record “Midnight High” blends Afrobeat, Jazz, and Balkan brass, with intoxicating electronic dance music.  My Old Kentucky Blog says, “Okay – the party can get started now. Will Magid’s debut album, Midnight High, has arrived,” and Inside World Music praises "Fans of adventurous trumpet music from around the world should add Will Magid to their list of listening pleasure."

Amnesty International USA and Voice Of Roma are co-sponsoring this event. AI will be present at the event to raise awareness about human rights violations against the Romani people in Europe.  Voice of Roma, the leading Romani Non-Profit on the West Coast will promote and present Romani cultural arts and traditions in a way that counters both romanticized and negative "Gypsy" stereotypes.  With the TLC show “My Big Fat American Gypsy Wedding", Romani culture needs to be presented in the proper fashion more than ever!

Show Details:

Name: Will Magid's World Wide Dance Party! (WMWWDP!)
Balkan Extravaganza
Date: Sat. July 21st, 2012
Venue: Café Du Nord
Address: 2170 Market Street  San Francisco, CA 94114
Time: 9:30pm-1am
Price: $15
Ages: 21+
Web: http://www.cafedunord.com/
Full Lineup
-RUMEN “SALI” SHOPOV (Bulgaria) with INSPECTOR GADJE
-WILL MAGID TRIO
-MSK.FM (DJ Set, Italy)
[bookmark: _GoBack]- Izzy*Wise

###

For More Press Info: Please Contact Ryan Romana // ryan@pressjunkiepr.com // 415-385-1784

[image: address]
image1.jpeg




image2.png
PRESS JUNKIE PR PO Box 156914 San Francisco, CA 94115 P: 415.385.1784 F:815.352.1784 ryan@pressjunkiepr.com




